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January 2020 

Winter greetings from the ICHAD and SMART Africa Teams! After taking a short break to enjoy the 
holiday season, our teams are back in action. Our dissemination efforts are in full swing as PhD 
students William Byansi, Daji Dvalishivili, Fithi Embaye, and ICHAD Co-Director Dr. Proscovia 
Nabunya presented at the Society for Social Work and Research’s 20th Annual Conference this past 
January. Also congratulations to ICHAD members Sicong (Summer) Sun, Ozge Sensoy Bahar, and 
Fred Ssewamala and ICHAD affiliate Yesim Tozan, for their article highlighting the efficacy and cost-
effectiveness of the Bridges intervention that was recently published in PLoS One. Also, congrats to 
Dr. Ozge Sensoy Bahar for receiving pilot funding to examine mental health stigma in Uganda. You 
can find the full details for all of our updates below. 

Also, please check out ICHAD’s 2019 Annual Report, highlighting our work over the past year. 

Best Regards, 
ICHAD and SMART Africa Teams

UPDATES FROM THE FIELD
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SMART Africa-Uganda  
SMART Africa-Uganda is a scale-up study in Uganda that utilizes an adapted version of the 
evidence-based Multiple Family Group (MFG) intervention. This intervention has 16 sessions that 
aim to address behavioral health challenges in children and adolescents. The team resumed the 
MFG delivery with session 7 (Responsibilities at Home) and session 8 (Family Relationships) in the 
eight treatment arm schools. Session attendance continues to do well with an average rate of 79% 
for session 8. The team completed the 8-week assessments for both guardians and children before 
continuing with the second half of the sessions (sessions 9-16). The team also conducted 
qualitative interviews with six MFG facilitators and two Headteachers following the completion of 
MFG sessions in four treatment arm schools last year. Transcription and translation for these 
qualitative interviews are in progress. The goal of these qualitative interviews is to examine the 
multilevel factors influencing the uptake and implementation of MFG. The team continues to 
collect data for the cost-effectiveness component of the study. Dr. Yesim Tozan, Assistant 
Professor, College of Global Public Health at New York University, and the Co-Investigator leading 
the cost-effectiveness component is in Masaka to monitor the progress. With this and additional 
field activities, it is surely going to be another busy year for the SMART Africa-Uganda team. Keep 
up the good work! 
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A Multiple Family Group (MFG) Session Faciliated by the SMART Africa-Kenya Team  
   

SMART Africa-Kenya  
SMART Africa-Kenya is a pilot study that tests the effectiveness of the Multiple Family Group (MFG) 
intervention amongst approximately 180 children and their caregivers in Kiambu County, Kenya. 
The team resumed field activities after the holiday break and are continuing with MFG delivery in 
the two treatment schools. One school completed session 11, which focuses on building family 
supports, and the second school is currently receiving session 12, focused on good family practices. 
Families remain highly interested in the Familia Pamoja (Family Togetherness in Swahili) MFG 
program and have reported that it transforms their relationships. Great thanks to our Kenya team 
for all your efforts in the field! 
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A Multiple Family Group (MFG) Session Faciliated by the SMART Africa-Ghana Team  
   

SMART Africa-Ghana  
SMART Africa-Ghana is a pilot study that tests the effectiveness of the Multiple Family Group 
(MFG) Intervention amongst approximately 180 children and their caregivers in northern Ghana. 
After returning from the holiday break, the Ghana team resumed their fieldwork activities, which 
include delivering MFG sessions and conducting assessments. The team completed the MFG 
process in the first school, where the intervention was led by the School Health Education Program 
(SHEP) workers and conducted the 16-week assessments. Six-month follow-up assessments will be 
conducted in February within the control school, which has received mental health literature and 
school support materials. The team is now shifting their attention to the parent peer-school and 
have nearly concluded preparations for their baseline assessment and MFG delivery. Overall, field 
activities are moving smoothly and the facilitators are doing a great job. Thank you to the Ghana 
team for all the wonderful work you’re doing! 
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Suubi4Cancer Team Members Herbert Migadde and Vicent Ssentumbwe Reviewing Medical Records  
   

Suubi4Cancer  
Suubi4Cancer seeks to identify confirmed and suspected cancer cases among a cohort of more 
than 3,000 youth living with HIV/AIDS in Uganda. The team finished reviewing medical records and 
is in the process of cleaning the data. They are also identifying patients lost to follow-up in the 
study clinics. The next step will be to identify eligible participants to participate in the open clinical 
trial that will test the feasibility and acceptability of an economic empowerment intervention. The 
team is also drafting a publication that details the prevalence of pediatric cancer in a cohort of HIV 
patients ages 9-24. Further, the team was invited to present a poster on their experiences of using 
REDCap as a database in a low-resource setting at the 3rd Annual Institute of Clinical and 
Translational Sciences Symposium and Poster Session that will take place at the Washington 
University School of Medicine on February 14, 2020. The poster presentation will be led by Abass 
Babatunde who is the U.S.-based study coordinator for Suubi4Cancer. 
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A Multiple Family Group (MFG) Session Facilitated by the ICHAD Team  
   

Suubi4Her  
Suubi4Her seeks to examine the impact and costs associated with an innovative combination 
intervention that aims to prevent HIV risk behaviors in communities heavily impacted by HIV/AIDS. 
At present, our team in Uganda has interviewed 1,214 participants for wave 2 assessments with an 
attrition rate of 3.57%. The team is currently writing a report on the findings from the second wave 
of data collection (12-months post-intervention initiation). In addition, MFG delivery continues to 
reach new milestones as the team has gone as far as delivering sessions 7 (Responsibilities at 
Home) and 8 (Family Relationships) in four schools in treatment 2 conditions. Financial Literacy 
Training was completed in all schools in the treatment 1 condition, and the first phase of income-
generating activities (IGA) training will soon be completed in all 31 schools. 
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ICHAD staff are trained by ICHAD failliates Drs. Marion Riedel and Susan Wittee on how to deliver an HIV Risk Reduction 
(HIVRR) Session  

   

Kyaterekera  
The Kyaterekera Project is focused on reducing new incidences of sexually transmitted infections 
and HIV among women engaged in sex work in Uganda through a combination of economic 
empowerment, vocational skills training, and HIV risk reduction (HIVRR) sessions. The third round 
of participant recruitment commenced earlier this month. So far, a total of 478 participants (out of 
expected 990) have been recruited from 16 sites and completed baseline assessments. The team 
has also resumed Financial Literacy Training sessions at four study sites, and are currently 
delivering session 3 focused on budgeting. Participants from three other sites have received four 
sessions of HIVRR, with an average attendance of 71%. In addition, the Kyaterekera study team is 
currently transcribing and translating the qualitative data that was collected from 17 study 
participants last December. The overall goal of these qualitative interviews is to investigate 
participants’ experiences with the intervention. The team is preparing for the 6-months post-
intervention assessments with the first group of participants who completed the interventions.  
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Anzansi Family Program  
The ANZANSI Family Program seeks to pilot test the feasibility of an innovative combination 
intervention (Family economic empowerment and MFG) amongst adolescent girls at risk of 
dropping out of school in Northern Ghana. By promoting financial stability and strengthening 
family relations, this study seeks to reduce the increasing numbers of unaccompanied minors 
migrating from rural to urban areas searching for better economic opportunities. This January, the 
team obtained IRB approval from both Washington University in St. Louis and Ghana Health 
Service. They also completed the initial adaptation of the Multiple Family Group (MFG) manual, 
Dang-Malgu (Family Togetherness in Dagbani). Study Co-Investigators Drs. Abdallah Ibrahim and 
Proscovia Nabunya, and the ICHAD-Uganda team, will be traveling to Ghana this February to meet 
with in-country collaborating partners, BasicNeeds Ghana and BIBIR. During this trip, they will hold 
meetings with community stakeholders to review the adapted MFG and financial literacy training 
(FLT) for content and contextual relevance, train the trainers (who will be delivering MFG and FLT), 
and meet officials from the banks that will house the child development accounts for the 
participants.  
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Kayayei Project  
The Kayayei Project seeks to provide insights into female adolescents’ unaccompanied migration 
for labor in Ghana. More specifically, it examines caregivers’ perspectives on: ethnotheories on 
childhood/adolescence; the child’s role in the family; child independent migration and labor; 
gender; and family processes and multi-level factors that influence female children’s decisions to 
migrate for work. The team has completed data collection from all 90 caregivers and is nearly 
finished transcribing and translating the qualitative interviews. Dr. Abdallah Ibrahim will be 
traveling to Ghana in February to meet with the communities involved to report back and discuss 
the next steps. The team will soon begin data analysis.  
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Pilot Grant: Say No to Stigma  
Congratulations to SMART Africa Global Fellow and ICHAD Co-Director, Dr. Ozge Sensoy Bahar and 
ICHAD affiliate Penina Acayo Laker, who were awarded a pilot grant titled: “Say no to Stigma: 
Making mental health visible among school-going children in rural Uganda” from the Washington 
University’s Africa Initiative Pilot Grant Program. The research team, which includes ICHAD Co-
Director and RRT Fellow Dr. Proscovia Nabunya, will develop a set of new age-appropriate, 
culturally relevant signage and messaging around mental health and stigma to be used in Uganda’s 
primary schools. Knowledge from this study will inform the development of a larger study to test 
the impact of displaying the finalized visual solutions in school environments on children’s 
perceptions toward mental illness and mental health stigma. Congratulations to the team!  

   

   
   

 

   

Graduation of Eloho Igofose  
Former ICHAD practicum student Eloho Ighofose graduated with her Master's degree in Social 
Work (MSW) in December 2019. During her time at ICHAD, Eloho built her research experience 
through a number of research tasks, including conducting literature reviews and analyzing data for 
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a manuscript focused on the depressive symptoms among high school adolescent girls in Uganda. 
This paper is in its final stages and will soon be submitted to a journal for publication. 
Congratulations Eloho on this wonderful achievement!  

   

   
   

 

   

ICHAD's New Team Members  
Please join us in welcoming ICHAD’s latest team members including, Dr. Rachel Braithwaite, a Post 
Doctoral Research Associate Fellow, and our three new students, Jessica McKay and Portia 
Nartey,  MSW Student Research Assistants, and Bradley Hamilton, an Undergraduate Research 
Assistant, who will be working with us this spring semester. 
 
Dr. Braithwaite has a PhD in Epidemiology and Population Health from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and an MSc in Applied Epidemiology from the University of 
Nottingham, United Kingdom. Her PhD involved investigating the risk and protective factors for 
smoking among migrant and ethnic minority groups living in European locations. Prior to joining 
ICHAD, she was a postdoctoral research associate at King’s College London, U.K. where she worked 
on analyzing two adolescent cohorts from Nigeria and Nepal to externally validate a risk score 
designed to predict the individualized risk of depression in the late adolescent period for the 
‘Identifying Depression Early in Adolescence project’. Dr. Braithwaite’s research interests include: 
mental health; adolescent health; prediction modeling; epidemiology; non-communicable 
diseases; longitudinal studies; advanced statistical techniques; risk-taking behavior; smoking; drug 
addiction; harm reduction; and preventative research. 
 
Jessica McKay is an advanced standing MSW student with a focus on international social and 
economic development and research. Before coming to the Brown School, Jessica earned her BSW 
at Stony Brook University and then pursued a Fulbright Scholarship in Sejong City, South Korea. In 
her free time, Jess loves to study new languages, ride her bike, read, eat pizza, and doodle. 
 
Also joining the team is Portia Nartey, an MSW student with a concentration in International Social 
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and Economic Development. Originally from Ghana, Portia received her Bachelors's in Social Work 
from the University of Ghana. Portia is passionate about promoting the welfare of women, teenage 
girls, and children. She has participated in several human rights training in Ghana and South Africa. 
She has also conducted qualitative research on the experiences and challenges of female migrants 
from northern Ghana working as head porters in southern Ghana. Prior to her coming to the 
Brown School, she served as the Projects Officer for a non-profit organization in Ghana and was 
involved with proposal writing, project designing, planning, and implementation. 
 
Bradley Hamilton is a student in the School of Arts and Sciences at Washington University in St. 
Louis. He is majoring in Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology on the Language, Culture, and 
Cognition track. Outside of academics, he is a member of the Washington University Bears football 
team. Bradley's hobbies include listening to music, exploring languages and reviewing food. 
 
We look forward to working with these new additions this semester and beyond!  

   

   
   

 

   

Dr. Fred Ssewamala Presents Research Findings at the University of 
California, San Francisco  
In December, Dr. Fred Ssewamala gave a presentation at the Center for AIDS Prevention Studies 
(CAPS) Town Hall at the University of California San Francisco Department of Medicine on “The 
Potential of Economic Strengthening Interventions in the Care and Support of Children and 
Adolescents Impacted by HIV/AIDS: Lessons from 15 Years of Research in Sub-Saharan Africa.” He 
discussed the successful “Suubi” intervention used throughout ICHAD’s research and its’ positive 
impacts on children's health and well-being, including implications for future research. Following 
the meeting, Dr. Ssewamala had a productive meeting with ICHAD statistical consultant and faculty 
affiliates, Torsten Neilands (Professor of Medicine and Director of CAPS) and Amy Conroy 
(Assistant Professor of Medicine at CAPS) about ongoing research collaborations in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. ICHAD and the SMART Africa Center look forward to our continued relationship with the 
University of California, San Francisco.  

   

  
 

  



13

CAPACITY BUILDING 
   

  
 

  

 

   

Dr. Patricia Cavazos-Rehg Speaker Series  
On December 3rd, ICHAD and SMART Africa were proud to welcome Dr. Patricia Cavazos-Rehg to 
our speaker series. Dr. Cavazos-Rehg is an Associate Professor of Psychiatry at Washington 
University in St. Louis and a Co-Leader with Dr. Fred Ssewamala on the T37 NIMHD-funded LEAD 
training grant (Training LEADers to Accelerate Global Mental Health Disparities Research). The 
presentation, entitled “Leveraging Technology to Impact Health” focused on her research utilizing 
mHealth (mobile health) to meet health needs through social media. Dr. Cavazos-Rehg started with 
an overview of the prevalence of smartphone and social media use, noting that in the United 
States, 94% of 18-29-year-olds have smartphones, and worldwide, 2.65 billion people used social 
media in 2018. While the population seems ripe for mHealth intervention opportunities, she 
explained that few mHealth apps on the market are evidence-based. In 2014, Dr. Cavazos-Rehg 
began an NIH-funded study investigating what people say about substance use on social 
networking sites (SNS). She found that on Twitter, pro-marijuana tweets were 15 times more 
prevalent than anti-marijuana tweets and that drinking alcohol was an even more popular topic; 
54% of tweets that mentioned alcohol referenced heavy or frequent drinking. With many teens 
using SNS, this promotion of drug use behavior could have an impact on behavioral health. 
However, Dr. Cavazos-Rehg explained that social media could also be leveraged for health 
interventions surrounding mental health and substance use. In addition to this study, Dr. Cavazos-
Rehg is currently working with ICHAD/SMART Africa on an mHealth study aiming to increase 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) treatment adherence and reduce depression symptoms in adolescents 
living with HIV in Uganda. Our heartfelt thanks to Dr. Cavazos-Rehg for an excellent presentation 
on the new frontier of health interventions!  
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Presentation on Child Labor in Uganda  
ICHAD study coordinator, Wilberforce Tumwesige, presented at the ICHAD and SMART Africa 
January team meeting. He presented findings from a paper that was recently submitted to the 
children and Youth Services Review journal, on "Understanding child employment among 
adolescent girls in Southwestern Uganda: Baseline findings." Wilberforce co-authored this paper 
with William Byansi, Joelynn Muwanga, and Drs. Sensoy Bahar, Ssewamala, and Nabunya. The 
study findings from Suubi4Her baseline data showed that 51 adolescent girls (4%) out of the 1,260 
study participants were engaged in child employment Poverty is considered one of the main 
factors pushing school-going children into paid work to supplement their family's income and pay 
for their tuition and scholastic materials.  

   

  
 

  

FELLOWS CORNER 
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Laura Gauer Bermudez 

Congratulations to SMART Africa Global 
Fellow, Dr. Laura Gauer Bermudez, for 
receiving her PhD from the Columbia School 
of Social Work in 2019. Her Doctoral 
dissertation, “The intersection of financial 
agency, sexual decision-making power, and 
HIV risk among adolescent girls and young 
women in Zambia” was published by 
Columbia University’s academic commons and 
contributes to the growing field of 
publications around economic strengthening 
and HIV prevention. In addition, Dr. Bermudez 
has published several articles over the last 
year in different journals, including Social 
Science and Medicine, Child Abuse and 
Neglect, and Prevention Science, among 
others. Her publications focus on a variety of 
topics such as poverty, economic 
strengthening, mental health, violence, HIV, 
and gender. Dr. Bermudez is currently the 
Director of Evidence and Learning at the 
Global Fund to End Modern Slavery where she 
leads the Fund's Evidence for Action 
Framework. We congratulate Dr. Laura Gauer 
Bermudez for her accomplishments! 
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William Byansi, MSW 

William Byansi is an ICHAD Research Associate 
and a member of the first cohort of 
Researcher Resilience Training (RRT) Fellows, 
a training program funded by the National 
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) and 
designed for researchers of African descent 
interested in adolescent behavioral health in 
low resource settings. The RRT is a joint 
program between ICHAD, SMART Africa and 
the Race and Opportunity Lab, all housed at 
the Brown School.  
 
This year, William led four presentations at 
the Society for Social Work and Research 
Series 19th and 20th Annual Conferences and 
the 3rd Annual HUBs meeting organized by 
NIMH. William co-authored three publications 
in 2019, including ICHAD’s Suubi+ Adherence 
study protocol published in the Contemporary 
Clinical Trials Communications journal. The 
other two publications were: “Prevalence of 
Disruptive Behaviors and Attention-
deficit/hyperactive disorder among school-
going Children in Southwestern Uganda” and 
“Utilizing a family-based economic 
strengthening intervention to improve mental 
health wellbeing among female adolescent 
orphans in Uganda.”  
 
Congratulations William! We are proud of all 
your accomplishments, and we look forward 
to many more in the future!  
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Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) Presentations  
ICHAD and SMART Africa centers were well represented by several team members at the 2020 
Annual Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) conference in Washington, DC. This year’s 
conference was themed ‘’Reducing Racial and Economic Inequality.” During the conference, two 
doctoral students Darejan Dvalishvili and William Byansi made two oral and one-poster 
presentations highlighting results from the Suubi+Adherence project. Daji’s presentation was titled 
“Impact of Family-Based Economic Empowerment Intervention on Multidimensional Poverty for 
Adolescents Living with HIV (ALWHIV) in Uganda" and William’s presentation was titled “Examining 
the Long-Term Effect of a Family-Based Economic Strengthening Intervention on Depression 
Among HIV Positive Adolescents in Southern Uganda.” The presentations highlighted the impact of 
incentivized Child Development Accounts on mental health and child poverty outcomes among 
adolescents living with HIV. In addition, ICHAD Co-Director Dr. Proscovia Nabunya gave an oral 
presentation titled: “Gender, Family Communication, and Social Support Factors Associated with 
HIV Disclosure and HIV-Related Stigma among Adolescents Living with HIV in Uganda.” These 
findings, from the Suubi+Adherence study, were presented as part of the panel on “Youth Mental 
Health and Global Adversity."  
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Evaluation of a savings-led family-based economic empowerment 
intervention for AIDS-affected adolescents in Uganda: A four-year follow-
up on efficacy and cost-effectiveness  
Recently, a paper co-authored by members of the ICHAD team: PhD Student Sicong Sun, Dr. Julia 
Shu-Huah Wang, Dr. Torsten Neilands, Christopher Damulira, Dr. Ozge Sensoy Bahar, Dr. Fred 
Ssewamala and first-authored by ICHAD affiliate, Dr. Yesim Tozan, was accepted for publication by 
the peer-reviewed journal PLOS One. This article titled “Evaluation of a savings-led family-based 
economic empowerment intervention for AIDS-affected adolescents in Uganda: A four-year follow-
up on efficacy and cost-effectiveness” examines the use of a family economic empowerment (FEE) 
intervention in the Bridges study. The Bridges study was a five-year cluster randomized control trial 
that provided all participants with sessions on financial literacy and management, information 
about income-generating activities, and opportunities for peer mentorship. Additionally, some 
participants could be assigned to one of two treatment conditions that provided different levels of 
matched funds to be used for educational or income-generating activities. The FEE intervention 
was used to mitigate multiple stressors affecting the health and development of children who have 
lost a parent to HIV/AIDS (also known as AIDS orphans). Participants in the treatment arm 
conditions were compared to the usual care control group and evaluated on the following 
outcomes: self-rated health, sexual health, and mental health functioning. The paper discusses the 
impact of economic intervention programs that target savings incentives in low-resource settings 
and the implications such programs may have on education, health, and mental health outcomes. 
The authors conclude that a multifaceted intervention such as the FEE, demonstrates potential to 
positively contribute to the development of adolescents affected by HIV/AIDS by addressing 
household financial instability. You can find the full publication here.  

   

  
 

  

SOCIAL CORNER 
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ICHAD Study Coordinator Jennifer Nattabi Ties the Knot!  
On December 14, Jennifer Nattabi a Uganda field based Study Coordinator (and Brown School 
MSW alumni), wed Mr. Lwanga John Bosco Kiggundu at Kimaanya Catholic Church in Masaka, 
Uganda. The wedding was attended by ICHAD staff, family, and friends, and a reception was held 
at Greenville Beach in Gayaza, Masaka. The wedding was colorful and enjoyed by all that attended. 
We wish Jennifer and John a wonderful journey ahead. Congratulations!  

   

  
 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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ICHAD and SMART Africa are hosting their first speaker series of the Spring Semester on February 
25th, 2020 from 12:00-1:00PM in the Brown Lounge, Brown School. Dr. Kurt Dirks will discuss 
developing trust and the implications across different cultures. You can register for the event here.  

   

 

   

ICHAD and SMART Africa in collaboration with Hazina Career Services and Washington 
University Career Services are offering a free series of workshops for African students to promote 
personal career development and management. All classes will be facilitated by Catherine Nkonge, 
MSW, MEd, LPC. 
 
These classes will take place from 10:00AM to 11:30AM on the following dates. 
 
February 14 - Awareness of Cultural Differences 
February 28 - Fine-tuning Your Job Search Strategy 
March 27 - Networking - Essential for Professional Growth 
April 17 - Acing the Job Interview 
April 24 - Strategize for Your Professional Growth 
 
You can register for the event here.  
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ICHAD and SMART Africa, in conjunction with Washington University research centers (listed 
above), are co-sponsoring a presentation by Dr. Jennifer Hirsch, a professor of Sociomedical 
Sciences at Columbia University. She will be talking about her new book “Sexual Citizens: A 
landmark Study of Sex, Power, and Assault on Campus.” The talk will take place Monday, February 
10th at 4:00PM in the Bryan Cave Courtroom at the Law School, and will correspond with other 
campus events surrounding sexual health, gender and IPV/GBV that often occur during Valentine's 
Day week. You can learn more here.  

   

 

   

The Critical Issues in Child and Adolescent Mental Health Conference (CICAMH) is being held on 
March 12, 2020, at 5:00PM in San Diego, CA. CICAMH is a unique, locally organized, 
multidisciplinary conference focused on enhancing understanding and interventional capacities of 
stakeholders in the system of care for children, adolescents and their families in our communities. 
With core funding provided by San Diego Health & Human Services Behavioral Health division, the 
conference seeks to build provider capacity in support of proactive and evidence-based care for 
issues of critical importance to our community for all individuals engaged in hike serving systems. 
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Mental health professionals, pediatricians, educators, probation officers, child welfare workers, 
case managers, nurses, students, advocates, and parents will all find this meeting of importance 
and value in enhancing their effectiveness in serving children in need. You can learn more here. 

   

 

   

The Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) is holding its Annual Meeting on March 17-20, 
2020 in Atlanta, GA. This meeting aims to address ways that public health education professionals 
can have an impact on social justice issues, through policy, advocacy, and communications; 
teaching and professional preparation; building and fostering effective partnerships; strengthening 
research translation and implementation; and addressing the continuum of prevention and care. 
You can learn more here. 

   

 

   

The 7th World Congress on Mental Health, Psychiatry and Wellbeing will take place on March 27-
28, 2020, in Barcelona, Spain. This year a special focus of the Congress will be the integration of 
new technologies and research findings. It will also bring together expert clinicians, researchers 
and leaders of stakeholder organizations in the field of mental health, offering an outstanding set 
of Plenary and State of the Art Lectures, Educational Courses, Symposia, Workshops with experts 
and sessions designed by and for early-career mental health professionals and psychiatrists with 
the theme "Mental Health Matters: Mental illness is not a choice, but Recovery is for Wellbeing.” 
You can learn more here. 
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The Society of Behavioral Medicine (SBM) 41st Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions will be held 
on April 1-4, 2020 in San Francisco, CA. SBM is a vibrant, multidisciplinary society focused on the 
role of behavior in improving health. Most of the country's most daunting health challenges have 
behavioral origins and achieving SBM’s vision of “better health through behavior change” has 
never been more important. SBM members include the nation’s leading scientists and 
practitioners, and SBM Annual Meetings are the premier forum for the most influential behavioral 
medicine research. You can learn more here. 

   

 

   

The 11th Annual Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) Conference is being held on 
April 18-20, 2020 in Washington, DC. The conference’s theme is "Global Health in a Time of 
Worldwide Political Change." The six subthemes, including translation and implementation science, 
provide structure to the meeting and ensure that the broad array of medical and non-medical 
disciplines are represented at the conference. You can learn more here. 

   

  
 

  

OPPORTUNITIES 
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The T37 LEAD Global Fellowship Program is accepting applications for a 1 to 2 year postdoctoral 
fellow. The LEAD Global Fellowship supports trainees from underrepresented groups committed to 
conducting health disparities research, with a specific focus on global mental health prevention, 
intervention, services, and implementation research within resource-constrained settings. Eligible 
candidates should be a U.S. citizen, non-citizen national, or permanent resident, and be from a 
disadvantaged or underrepresented population in biomedical, behavioral, clinical & social science 
research as outlined by the NIH. 
 
The postdoctoral fellow will be in residence at Washington University in St. Louis. The postdoc will 
engage in writing publications using study data and proposal development to explore new 
opportunities related to HIV/AIDS or global mental health disparities. The postdoctoral fellowship 
also includes a summer training program at Washington University and 6-8 weeks of mentored 
research at a Sub-Saharan Africa study site with a current NIH-funded Mental Health Intervention.  
 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis and can be completed on the T37 LEAD Global 
Fellowship website at https://sites.wustl.edu/lead/apply/. For more information, contact Suzie 
Fragale at fragale@wustl.edu.  

   

 

   

The STRENGTH program is designed for postdoctoral scholars, junior faculty, and fellows (PhDs 
and/or MDs) who are still in training and interested in pursuing patient-oriented cancer research. 
Program scholars must possess an MD or PhD from a clinical-research related doctoral program 
including, but not limited to, medical specialties, public health, epidemiology, and health 
economics. Eligible applicants must be citizens or non-citizen nationals of the United States, or 
have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence and have in their 
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possession an Alien Registration Receipt Card (I-151 or I-551) or other legal verification of 
admission for permanent residence. You can learn more here.  

   

 

   

The Kaiser Family Foundation’s Global Health Policy Program is seeking a Data Analyst who will be 
responsible for providing quantitative analysis on projects related to the U.S response to global 
health, including its PEPFAR program, as well as global health financing more broadly. The position 
will be based in KFF’s Washington, D.C. office. Applications are open until February 13, 2020. You 
can learn more here. 

   

 

   

The Indiana University School of Medicine is seeking applications for a Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
Adolescent Behavioral Health. This research position will focus on the areas of adolescent 
substance use, mental health, traumatic stress, and behavioral interventions for youth and 
families. Fellows may have the opportunity to gain clinical hours toward licensure through the 
delivery of clinic- and telehealth-based assessment and treatment services. Applications will be 
accepted until the position is filled. You can learn more here. 
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Boston College School of Social Work is looking for a postdoctoral fellow for the Research Program 
on Children and Adversity (RPCA) to work on the implementation science, a research project at the 
direction of Drs. Theresa Betancourt (PI) and Alethea Desrosiers (Co-PI). This program focuses on 
improving protection and care for children, youth, and families facing multiple forms of adversity, 
including due to armed conflict, poverty, and infectious disease. The program is devoted to applied 
cross-cultural research in health and human rights. RPCA research directly addresses strategies and 
methods to close the global implementation gap in providing protections and effective services for 
youth and families experiencing adversity. 
 
The postdoctoral fellow will be required to spend at least 50% time in Sierra Leone, with the option 
of based in-country. The remaining time will be at Boston College. The postdoctoral fellow will be 
responsible for overseeing all aspects of data collection and management, data analysis, study 
design, and implementation science related to the project. A strong focus of this position is to 
provide skills in multilevel modeling, data analysis, study design oversight, scientific writing, and 
implementation science processes. Previous NIH experience is also highly desired. You can learn 
more here. 

   

 

   

The Summer Research Program is open to students who seek challenge, research, and experience 
in one of two tracks, along with the opportunity to explore and grow academically in a diverse 
environment. Students may apply to one or both programs for which they qualify, but may only be 
accepted into one program. These programs include: 
 
1. Public and Global Health Track provides students the opportunity to gain knowledge, conduct 
real-world practice and research, receive career counseling and build a network of colleagues while 
collaborating with public and global health faculty, St. Louis community professionals and each 
other. 
 
2. Aging and Neurological Diseases Track which provides students the opportunity to learn about 
three neurological conditions and diseases that often interplay with the aging process: stroke, 
Parkinson’s disease, and dementia. Participants work in research labs and centers focused on these 
issues. 
 
You can learn more here.  
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